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Introduction 

Greetings ! I'm excited to present the Division of Wi ldlife's Wildlife 

Damage Management Program-Annual Report - Fiscal Year 2013. There 

have been seve ra l excit ing changes over the past year as well as renewed 

partnersh ips which have all owed ou r programs and services to expand to 

better assist South Dakota's livestock and agricu ltura l producers. Th is 

report highlights t he va luable services and the hard wo rk that ou r ded icated professionals 

provided to la ndowners and producers throughout South Dakota this past year. Game, Fish 

and Pa rks recogn izes private landowners and producers as essent ial partne rs in wildli fe 

man agement and GFP cou ld not successful ly manage t he bountiful w ildl ife resources that occur 

throughout South Dakota without this cooperative partnersh ip . Hence, GFP's mission motto 

"Serving People, Managing Wildlife". Although GFP manages wildlife with a science-based 

approach, ca ref ul consideration is given to socia l tolerances and landowner concerns which 

play an integral ro le in wildlife management and the delivery of ou r program services. 

Al l wild li fe in South Dakota is a public-trust resource and belongs to the citizens and 

visitors of this state . However, most w ildlife is produced on privately-owned pro perty and 

sportsmen rely heavily on private lands for hunting opportunit ies as well. It is because of these 

important considerations that GFP operates such an active and comprehensive Wildli fe Damage 

Management (WDM) program. The WDM program is designed for our staff to work directly 

with landowners and producers to reduce wildlife damage to crops, stored-feed suppl ies, 

l ivestock loss, and other types of wi ldli fe damage. GFP annually spends between $2.5 mi lli on to 

$3 mil lion to operate the WDM programs in South Dakota. Du r ing fisca l year 2013, GFP 

respon ded to over 3,000 requests fo r assista nce wh ich directly impacted more than 1,900 

landowners and producers. Wh ile most of the genera l public is aware that GFP provides 

wildlife damage assistance to our landowners and producers, I hope th is summary truly gives 

you a better understand ing of these va luable services. 

Sincerely, 

Keith Fisk, 
Wi ldlife Damage Program Administrato r 

South Dakota Game, Fish and Parks Admin istrative Staff 

Jeff Vonk, Department Secretary 

Tony Leif, W ildlife Division Director 
Em mett Keyser, Assistant Director-O perations 

Tom Ki rschenmann, Terrest r ial Program Section Chief 

Mike Kintigh, Regiona l Supervisor - Region 1 (West) 

Cliff Stone, Regional Supervisor- Region 2 {Centra l) 

Arden Petersen, Regional Supervisor - Region 3 {Sout heast ) 

Scott Lindgren, Regional Supe rvisor - Region 4 (Northeast) 
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History of Wildlife Damage Management in South Dakota 

South Dakota has a very diverse landscape and land-use varies greatly across the state. 
This diversity as we ll as local wildl ife popu lations, weather condit ions, and social to lerances all 
help determine the services the WDM program offer. GFP operates a multi-faceted WDM 
program which is designed to add ress human-wi ldlife conflicts involving most species of wildlife 
that occur throughout South Dakota. Currently, 27 vi1i ldlife damage specialists, numerous 
seasona l staff, and many other GFP staff provide the "boots-on-the-ground" del ivery of the 
important WDM program services. 
Wi ldlife damage staff work directly wi th 
South Dakota's livestock and agr icultura l 
producers to alleviate or reduce livestock 
loss from predators (primarily coyote) as 
we ll as crop, tree, and road damage 
caused from beaver. They help to 
minimize or alleviate damage to stored
feed supplies caused by deer, elk, and 
turkey, and work to reduce damage to 
growing crops from Canada geese, el k, 
and pronghorn. In addition, GFP also 
provides pra irie dog control on pr ivate lands that have been encroached with prai rie dogs from 
adjacent public land. However, the program hasn't always functioned under these operational 
guidelines. 

Initially, GFP operated only the Animal Damage Control (ADC) program wh ich was 
established in 1974 by the South Dakota Legislature. The passage of this legislation established 
this program and f und ing which allowed GFP to employ personnel to contro l coyotes, fox, 

prairie dogs, and other wild anima ls 
injurious to landowners. Th is 
legislation developed a system to fund 
the program where in state law 
provided for an assessment to each 
county based upon livestock numbers 
(i.e. cattle and sheep) located wi thin 
the county. While the assessment 
amount is generated using the 
numbers of livestock, all tax-payers 
within a county contri bute. This law 
also mandated that GFP match those 
county monies on a 1:1 basis initially, 
and beginning in 1999 the GFP match 
increased to a 2:1 ra te. The county 

assessments generate approximately $300,000 and coupled w ith the GFP match of 2: 1, another 
$600,000 is added. In add ition, the S.D. Department of Agriculture provides some additional 
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funding to the ADC program each year to assist with pra irie dog contro l work. Initially, GFP 
employed a number of "Extension Trappers", ~vho were responsible for specific work districts 
and responded to requests fo r service from South Dakota's landowners and producers. Over 
the years, GFP also operated an aerial hunting program to control coyotes and fox in local areas 
during this time per iod . Most requests for assistance invo lved problems with coyotes, fox, 
beaver, raccoon, and prairie dogs. Since 2001, GFP has expended more than $6.6 mill ion on 
predator contro l in South Dakota . 

As the populat ions of other w ildl ife species (i .e. deer, elk, turkey, and Canada geese) 
increased, they began to impact more South Dakota landowners and producers. The South 

Dakota Legislature adopted 
legis lation in 1999 which attached a 
five dollar surcha rge to most 
hunt ing licenses in South Dakota to 
provide additional fund ing to help 
landowners and producers. One
half of the monies raised from this 
surcharge go towards hunter access 
programs and the other one-half is 
used to support the WDM program. 
This surcharge generates 
approximately $1.7 mill ion 
annually, again sp lit 50:50 between 

WDM and hunter access. It has also been GFP's position to uti lize the proceeds from Special 
Buck licenses to help fund WDM program services, wh ich generates an additional $400,000 
each year. Combined, t he WDM portion of the program receives approximately $1.3 mi ll ion 
annua lly in fund ing support. These funds are 
used to al leviate or reduce impacts to 
agricu ltura l and li vestock producers as a direct 
result from wi ldl ife depredation. In 2001, four 
wildlife damage specia lists (one within each 
administrat ive region) were hired to help 
implement the in itial program services . In 
addition, assistance is also provided by wi ld life 
conservation officers across the state when 
needed. 

As a cond ition to receive assistance, 
landowners and producers are asked to sign an 
agreement with GFP that states they do not 
charge for hunting access and they agree to 
allow reasonable free hunting access to people 
that obtain proper pe rmission. 
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In 2009, these two programs (i.e. ADC and WDM) were formally reorganized and the 
comprehensive WDM program that GFP operates today was created. At the same time, GFP 
also entered into a cooperative agreement with USDA-WS in regards to predator control in 
South Dakota . Currently, USDA-WS is responsible for aerial predator control operations wh ile 
GFP provides predator control services via ground-control methods. Addit ional ly, GFP provides 
a limited number of hours of aerial predator control in certain areas. Under the reorganized 
program, extension trappers were reclassified as wildlife damage specialists and are now 
responsible for provid ing assistance to producers with all types of requests for service within 
the ir respective work district. Dependent upon their location and demand from producers, 
some wildlife damage specialists 
work primarily with deer and 
Canada geese while others work 
primarily on predator control. 
Obviously, weather and local 
wildlife popu lat ions dictate the 
amount and types of services that 
wi ld li fe damage staff provides. 

As the demand for program 
services has increased GFP has 
been responsive in assu ring that 
adequate services are provided to 
our producers and landowners in 
South Dakota, within the limits of 
available funding. For example, for many years GFP provided only very limited services in 
regards to Canada goose depredation assistance. However, as the resident Canada goose 
population increased in eastern South Dakota as wel l as the demand from producers and 
landowners, GFP's services increased accord ingly. In fiscal year 2002, GFP spent $243,857 on 
Canada goose depredation assistance and in fiscal year 2012, GFP spent $717,262. Again, 
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demonstrating that as the 
demand for services increased, 
so did GFP's efforts to reduce 
or al leviate the corresponding 
crop damage. 

Since the year 2000, 
GFP has spent more than 
$17.2 million on resolving 
game species depredation 
(primarily deer, elk, and 
Canada geese) on private land. 
As we move forward and 
follow GFP's mission motto, 
"Serving People, Managing 
Wildlife" the WDM program 
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wil l continue to adapt services and programs to best meet the demands from ou r pa rtners in 
wildlife management, South Dakota's landowners and producers. 

New for 2013 

New in 2013, the South Dakota Legislature approved a one-dol lar surcha rge on most 
hunting licenses specifi ca lly designated to ADC activities which is projected to raise an 
additional $300,000 dependent upon license 
sa les. The surcharge on licenses was 
previously five-do ll ars w ith one-half of the 
revenue designated to game species 
depredat ion and the other one-half fo r hunte r 
access. But now the surcharge is six-dol lars 
with the one add it iona l dol lar going towards 
ADC activi t ies. This new source of additiona l 
revenue increases the anticipated annual 
revenue to approximately $1.25 mill ion. 
These new monies have al lowed GFP to 
allocate approximately 3,000 hou rs of additional work t ime to existing wildl ife damage staff and 
great ly assisted with the funding of t hree additiona l positions (located in Phi li p, Mitche ll, and 
Webster) which are expected to wo rk more than 1,800 hours towards ADC activit ies. In 
addit ion, t hese new funds allmved GFP to provide $26,000 of cooperative f unds to seven local 
predator contro l district s for increased aeria l predator contro l services, provided $10,000 to 
USDA-Wildl ife Services (USDA-WS) for increased aerial predator control due to the resu lts of 
the budget impacts of the federa l sequester, and helped fund GFP's own aerial pred ator contro l 
efforts. By cooperatively working together w ith USDA-WS, local predator control districts, and 
the producers themse lves, GFP expects these addi tional funds to provide add it iona l and 
enhanced predator control services for li vestock producers for many years. 
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Wildlife Damage Management Program Goals and Staff Members 

When someone thinks of a Wi ldlife Damage Special ist (WDS), several thoughts may 
come to mind. Those thoughts may consist of a GFP staff member assisting with trapping a 
coyote that has killed livestock, assisting with the construction of electric fence to protect 
growing crops from Can ada goose damage, or assistance regard ing deer damage to stored-feed 
supplies. While these answers are all correct, wild life damage specialists play a very important 
role within GFP and provide the people of South Dakota with many valuable services. 

Primary Purpose 

Wild life damage specia lists cooperatively work with landowners and producers to 
alleviate or reduce all types of wildl ife damage to private property. This includes alleviating 
livestock loss caused by coyotes and fox, reduci ng damage to stored-feed supplies from deer, 
elk, and tu rkeys, reducing damage to growing crops from Canada geese, alleviating livestock 
loss and protecting the genera l publ ic from mou ntain lions, reducing damage to commercial 

depredat ion as wel l as hawk and owl 
control to protect poultry. There are also 
certain situat ions where wild life damage 
staff assists with public safety such as: the 
protection of levees and dikes from w ild life 
(during t he flood ing events in 2011), 
wildlife threats on or near airports, human
wildlife conflicts with aggressive wild life 
species and other situations that arise. 
Some staff members also tra in and 

watermelon growers from 
raccoons and deer, 
contro lling prairie dogs on 
lands adjacent to public 
land, and reducing damage 
to crops, dams, trees, roads 
and other property from 
beaver. They assist 
landowners wi th a diversity 
of other human-wi ldlife 
conflicts such as pronghorn 
antelope and pheasant 

supervise a la rge number of seasonal employees and interns wh ich provide the primary 
workforce for many wild life damage management activities. Wild li fe damage specialists also 
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interact with a significant number of landowners and producers each year and GFP relies on 
these staff members for agency communications with the cit izens of South Dakota at the grass
roots level. 

Wildlife Management 

Wild life damage specia lists also assist with many different wildlife surveys and disease 

staff on disease monitoring efforts such as: 
Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD), Epizootic 
Hemorrhagic Disease (EHD), and Avian 
Influenza. They also assist with wildlife research 
projects when projects demand certain skills or 
personnel. 

Public Outreach and Education 

monitoring efforts that GFP 
conducts throughout the year. 
They assist with surveys such as: 
deer counts, pheasant brood 
routes, pronghorn antelope 
surveys, elk surveys, grouse 
surveys and turkey counts. They 
help with duck and goose band ing, 
bobcat tagging, and walleye 
spawning when t ime allows. They 

Another important role that wildlife 
damage specialists play is to provide 
educational seminars and demonstrations 
to sportsmen groups, schools, and other 
interested groups to promote the sport 
hunting and trapping of fu rbearers. 
Wi ldlife damage staff participates in events 
throughout South Dakota such as the Step
Outside Program and other GFP-sponsored 
public outreach events. Wildl ife damage 
special ists present informat ion regard ing 
the WDM program to county commissions, 
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predator control districts, and appear at 
numerous other publ ic meetings throughout the 
year. Administrators routinely interact with 
stakeholder groups such as: the WDM Working 
Group, ADC Pol icy Advisory Committee, SD 
Stockgrowers, SD Sheepgrowers, SD Cattlemen, 

·· SD Ag Unity, and many other organizations, 
pol icy-makers, and groups. They also coordinate 
management activities and operations with other 
partners such as: USDA-WS, USDA Forest Service, 
US Fish and Wildl ife Service, Bureau of Land 
Management, and other state and federal 

agencies as well as cooperate on wi ldlife damage research with South Dakota State University 
and USDA National Wildli fe Research Center. 

Meet Wildlife Damage Management Team: 

There are currently 27 wi ldlife damage special ists, four regional program managers, one 
secretary, and one program administrato r employed by GFP t hat work w ith in the WDM 
program. Add itionally, when situations demand add itional assistance, wildlife conservation 
officers routinely assist with wi ldlife damage abatement services throughout the year. These 
folks serve our agricultura l and livestock producers as we ll as the citizens of South Dakota 
across the entire state every year. A brief introduction of each w ildlife damage staff member 
follows below: 

Administration: 

Keith Fisk: Duty Station - Pierre. Keith has worked for GFP since 2010 as the 
wildl ife damage program administrator. Prior to his current position, Keith 
was employed by the U.S. Fish and Wildl ife Service as a wildl ife biologist. 
Keith administers the WDM program for the State of South Dakota and has a 
B.S. degree in wild li fe and f isheries sciences and a M.S. degree in wi ldlife 
science from South Dakota State University. 

Dana Ertz: Duty Station -Pierre. Dana has worked for GFP since 2000 as a 
secreta ry fo r t he WDM program. Prior to her current position, Dana was 
employed by the S.D. Department of Social Services and wo rked in child 
support. Dana is respons ible for WDM program administrative dut ies and 
data entry for the WDM database. 
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Region 1: 

John Kanta: Duty Station - Rapid City. John has worked for GFP since 2000. 
John spent several years worki ng in fisheries and wildl ife before he became 
the regional wildl ife manager in 2007, where he supervises the WDM 
operations in Region 1. John has a B.S. degree in wi ld li fe and fisheries 
sciences from South Da kota State Un iversity. 

Jack Alexander: Duty Station - Custer. Jack has worked fo r GFP since 1990. 
Jack spent many years as an extension t rapper from 1990 to 2009. In 2009, 
Jack became a wildlife damage specia list. Jack serves as the agency's primary 
responder regarding mountain lions and responds to most mountain lion ca lls 
in Region 1. 

Brad Buescher: Duty Station - Phil ip. Brad has worked for GFP as a wildl ife 
damage specialist since 2011. Prior to his current position, Brad worked for 
the U.S. Department of Agricu lture as a federa l trapper. Brad serves Bennett, 
Haakon, and Jackson counti es wi th mainly predator and beaver control. Brad 
attended the Un ivers ity of Nebraska. 

Spencer Lynch: Duty Station - Fa ith. Spencer began wo rking for GFP as a 
wildlife damage specia list in 2013. Prior to his current posit ion, Spencer 
worked as an assistant furbearer biologist for the Missouri Department of 
Conservation . Spencer serves Ziebach and northeastern Meade county with 
coyote, beaver, and deer depredation assistance. Spencer has a B.S. degree 
in wi ldlife conservation management from Missou ri Western Un ive rsity. 

Vacant: Duty Stat ion - Bison. 

Scott Phillips: Duty Stat ion - Buffalo. Scott has worked for GFP as a wi ld life 
damage special ist since 2011. Prior to his cu rrent posit ion, Scott worked in 
the private sector with predator contro l. Scott serves the north thi rd of Butte 
county and all of Hard ing county wi th primarily predat or and beaver control. 
Scott attended Columbia Basin College in Wash ington. 

9 



      

Region 2: 

University. 

Anthony Rhoe: Duty Station - Hot Springs. Anthony has wo rked for GFP 
since 2011 as a wildli fe damage specia list. He serves Custer, Fal l River, and 
Shannon counties with coyote, beaver, deer and t urkey depredation 
assistance. Anthony attended Denver Automotive and Diesel College. 

Chad Sebade: Duty Station - Spearfish. Cha d has worked fo r GFP since 2001 
and was on the hab itat crew. In 2008, Chad became a w ildl ife damage 
specialist and serves Lawrence, the western -ha lf of Pennington, and southern 
Butte and western Meade counties with coyote, beaver, elk, deer, and tu rkey 
depredation assistance. Chad attended Black Hi l ls State University. 

Dan Turgeon: Duty Station - Wasta. Dan has vvorked for GFP since 1977. 
Dan spent several years wo rking in the habitat section and was an extension 
trappe r from 1983 to 2009. In 2009, Dan became a wildlife damage specia list 
and serves Pennington county and the southeastern corner of Meade county 
with mainly predator and beaver control. 

Nathan Baker: Duty Station - Fort Pierre. Nathan has worked for GFP since 

2010, fi rst in the wi ldl ife diversity section and then in 2011 Nathan became 
the regional wi ld li fe manager where he supervises the WDM operations in 
Region 2. Nathan has a B.S. degree in w ildl ife and fisher ies sciences and a 
M.S. degree in bio logy from South Dakota State University. 

Dean Bisbee: Duty Station - Chamber lain. Dean has worked for GFP since 
1981 in several different areas. In 2001, Dean became a wildlife damage 
specia list and serves primarily Bru le, Buffalo, and Lyman counties w ith deer, 
turkey, Canada goose, and beave r depredat ion assistance. He also assists 
other wil dl ife damage staff throughout the south-half of Region 2. Dean has a 

B.S. degree in w ild life and fisheries sciences from South Dakota State 
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Jason Burt: Duty Station - Fort Pierre. Jason has worked for GFP since 1999. 
Jason spent fou r years as a conservation officer and was an extension t rapper 
from 2004 to 2009. In 2009, Jason became a wi ldlife damage specialist and 
serves Ha nd, Hughes, and Hyde counties with coyote, beaver, deer and 
Canada goose depredation assistance. Jason has a B.S. degree in wildlife and 
fisheries sciences from South Dakota State University. 

Larry Collins: Duty Station - Isabel. Larry has wo rked for GFP since 1978. 
Larry was an extension t rapper from 1978 to 2009. In 2009, Larry became a 
w ildl ife damage specialist and serves Corson and Dewey counties with 
primarily coyote, beaver, and deer depredation ass ista nce. 

Chris McAllister: Duty Station - Dallas. Chris has worked for GFP as an 
extension t rapper from 1988 to 2009. In 2009, Chris became a wi ldl ife 
damage specia list and serves Gregory, Mellette, Tripp, and Todd counties with 
deer, coyote, beaver, and turkey depredat ion assistance. 

Brendan Peterson: Duty Station - Mobridge. Brendan has wo rked for GFP 
since 2007 and was on the habitat crew. In 2010, Brendan became a wi ldlife 
damage specialist and serves Campbell and Walwo rth counties wit h deer, 
coyote, and beaver depredation assistance. Brendan has a B.S. degree in 
wildl ife and fishe ries sciences from South Dakota State University. 

Randy Roede: Duty Station - Fort Pierre. Randy has wo rked fo r GFP since 
2002 as an extension trapper. In 2009, Randy became a w ild li fe damage 
specialist and serves the western-half of Lyman, Jones, Potter, Stanley, and 
Su lly counties wi th coyote, beaver, deer, and turkey depredation assistance. 

Brent Vander Ley: Duty Station - Chamber lain . Brent has worked for GFP 
since 1992 and was an extension trapper from 1993 to 2009. In 2009, Brent 
became a w ildlife damage spec ia list and serves the eastern-half of Lyman, 
Buffalo, Brule, Charles Mix, and Douglas counties with coyote, beaver, deer, 
and Canada goose depredation assistance. Brent has a B.S. degree in wildlife 
and f isheries sciences from South Dakota State University. 
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Region 3: 

Julie DeJong: Duty Station - Sioux Fal ls. Julie has worked for GFP since 2012, 
first as a resource biologist and currently as the regional wild life manager 
where she supervises the WDM operations in Region 3. Pri or to her t ime w ith 
GFP, Ju lie worked fo r t he Department of Natural Resou rces in Camp Ripley, 
Minnesota. Julie has a B. S. degree, M.S. degree, and a PhD in wi ldlife science 
from South Dakota State University. 

Blake Bappe: Duty Station - Mitchell. Blake has worked for GFP as a wildlife 
damage specialist since 2009. Blake provides Canada goose and deer 
depredation assistance as we ll as coyote and beave r control wit hin Bon 
Homme, Davison, Hanson, Hutchinson, western McCook, and western 
Yan kto n counties. Blake has a B.S. degree in wi ldlife and fisher ies sciences 
from South Dakota State Un iversity. 

Brad Baumgartner: Duty Station - Sioux Fa lls. Brad has worked for GFP since 
1990. Brad spent severa l years working in the habitat program and was an 
extens ion trapper from 1994 to 2009. In 2009, Brad became a wild life 
damage specia list and serves Brookings, Kingsbury, Lake, northern-half of 
Minnehaha, eastern McCook, Miner, and Moody counties with beaver, 
coyote, deer, and Canada goose depredation assistance. Brad has a B.S. 

degree in law enforcement and wi ldlife management from Mankato State University. 

Stacey Bork: Duty Station - Sioux Fal ls. Stacey has worked for GFP since 1992 
and has been a wi ld li fe damage special ist fo r the past 11 years. He serves al l 
counties in Regi on 3 for depredation ass istance dea ling with pr imarily deer 
and Can ada geese. Stacey has a B.S. degree in fi sheries and wildl ife from the 
University of M innesota . 

Daren Hetland: Duty Station - Sioux Falls. Da ren has wo rked for GFP as an 
exte nsion t rapper from 1989 to 2009. In 2009, Da ren became a w ildl ife 
damage specia list and serves Clay, Un ion, eastern Yankton, Turner, Lincoln, 
and eastern McCook and M innehaha cou nties w it h ass istance with beaver, 
coyote, deer, and Canada geese. Daren has a B.S. degree in wildl ife and 
fisher ies from South Dakota St ate Un iversity. 
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Region 4: 

University. 

Glen Sterl ing: Duty Station - Huron. Glen has worked for GFP since 1986 as 
an extension trapper and aerial gunner. In 2009, Glen became a wi ldl ife 
damage specialist and serves Aurora, Beadle, Jerau ld, and Sanborn counties 
wi th coyote, beaver, deer, and Canada goose depredation assistance. 

Greg Wolbrink: Duty Station - Sioux Falls. Greg has worked for GFP si nce 
2001 as a resou rce biologist and became a wildl ife damage specia list in 2008. 
He serves all counties in Region 3 for depredation assistance dealing with 
primarily deer and Canada geese as we ll as some beaver and coyote control. 
Greg has a B.S. degree in wildlife and fisher ies sciences from South Dakota 
State Un ivers ity. 

Jacquie Ermer: Duty Statio n - Watertown . Jacqu ie has worked for GFP since 
2011. Prior t o he r current position, she was employed by t he U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service and ND Game and Fish . In 2012, Jacquie became the regional 
w ildl ife manager whe re she supervises the WDM operations in Region 4. 
Jacqu ie has a B.A. degree in biology from Moorhead State University in North 
Dakota and a M.S. degree in wildl ife science from South Dakota State 

Bob Curtis: Duty Stati on - Redfield. Bob has worked for GFP since 1980 and 
worked as an extension t rapper and aerial gunner from 1984 to 2009. In 

2009, Bob became a wild life damage specialist and serves Clark, Fau lk, and 
Spink counties with Canada geese, coyote, beaver, and deer depredat ion 
assistance. Bob has a B.S. degree in 1.vild li fe and fisheries sciences from South 
Dakota State Un ive rsity. 

Aaron Hunt: Duty Station - Webster. Aaron began working for GFP in 2013 
as a wi ldlife damage specialist and serves Day and Marshal l counties. Prior to 
his cu rrent position, he worked seasonally as a wi ld life damage intern for 
seve ra l years. Aaron has a B.S. degree in wild life and f isheries sciences from 
South Dakota State Un ivers ity. 
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Nick Marki: Duty Station - Webster. Nick began working for GFP in 2013 as a 
wi ldl ife damage special ist and serves Day and Marshall counties. Prior to his 
current position, he worked seasonally as a wildl ife damage intern for several 
years. Nick has B.S. degree in wild life and fishe ries sciences from South 
Dakota State University. 

Sean Marsich: Duty Station - M ilbank. Sean began working for GFP in 2012 
as a wild li fe damage specia list. Prior to his current position, he was employed 
with the US Air Force and worked in pest management. He serves Grant and 
Roberts counties with Canada geese, beaver, coyote, deer and turkey 
depredation assistance. Sean has a B.S. degree in biology from Ohio State 
University. 

Tim Ray: Duty Station -Aberdeen. Tim has worked for GFP since 2000. Tim 

became a w ildlife damage specia list in 2009 and serves Brown, Edmunds, and 
McPherson counties wit h coyote, Canada geese, beaver, and deer 
depredation assistance. Tim has a two-yea r wildlife degree from Black Hil ls 
State University. 

Loren Vande Stroet: Duty Station - Watertown. Loren has worked for GFP 
since 2001 as a wild li fe damage specialist. He serves Cod ington, Deuel, and 
Haml in counties with Canada goose, beaver, coyote, and deer depredation 
assistance. Loren has a B.S. degree in w ild life and fisheries sciences from 
South Dakota State Un ivers ity. 
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Wildlife Damage Specialist of the Year Award: 

Each year, one wild li fe damage specialist is se lected for this award from peers and supervisors. 

This year, Blake Bappe 1,vas selected for his dedication and outstanding performance in Region 4 

where Blake dil igently worked with 

landowners and wi ldl ife to represent GFP's 

mission motto "Serving People, Managing 

Wi ldlife" in a professional manner. Blake has 

since transferred to Region 3 where he now 

works with landowners in southeastern 

South Dakota . 

South Dakota GFP 
Wildlife Damage Management Program 

Region 1 

* """"' * 

* • WOS Duly Swtion location 

Region 2 L I -l 
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Admin1straUon Support 
Keith Fis • 773-7595, Pierre 
D na Ertz. 773•5913. Pierre 

Region 3 • No Assigned D•stJicts 
Stacey Bork. 367-4961 , Sioux Fa Is 
Greg Wolbrink, 367-4961 . Sioux Falls 
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Division of Wildlife - Administrative Regions 

The Division of Wildlife's Operations Section is divided into four administrative regions. 
Each region works under the supervis ion of a reg ional supervisor along with other assistant 
supervisory staff. Each reg ion t hen has assorted f ie ld-staff wh ich conduct the "on-the-ground" 
work and services to t he cit izens of South Dakota. In add iti on to the fou r administrative 
regions, the Division of Wild life also has an administ rative section which consists of a program 
administrator and support staff. 

M.anhall Roberti 

H.aNlln,g Btown 
Parkin• 

W,1tworth Ecbundli 

.,. .... - Po«e, Fa.ult 
Region-4 

eune -Spil'lk 

Region 1 
Clulo. 

Hy"" ...... 
S.odlo 

Pitnnlng.ton 

Ous:t.r 

Sh ...... 
FIi A;lwt;r 

Bennett Todd 

Region 1: Bennett, Butte, Custer, Fall River, Haa kon, Harding, Jackson, Lawrence, Meade, 
Pennington, Perkins, Shannon, and Ziebach. 

Region 2: Bru le, Buffa lo, Campbe ll, Cha rles M ix, Corson, Dewey, Douglas, Gregory, Hand, 
Hughes, Hyde, Jones, Lyman, Me llette, Potter, Stan ley, Su lly, Todd, Tripp, and Walworth . 

Region 3: Aurora, Bead le, Bon Homme, Brookings, Clay, Davison, Hanson, Hutch inson, Jera ld, 
Kingsbu ry, La ke, Linco ln, McCook, M iner, M innehaha, Moody, Sanborn, Turner, Un ion, and 
Yankton. 

Region 4: Brovm, Clark, Codington, Day, Deuel, Edmunds, Fa ulk, Grant, Hamlin, Marshall , 
McPherson, Roberts, and Spink. 

Wildlife Damage Management Program Administration Staff 
Emmett Keyse r, Assistant Director - Operations 

Tom Kirschenmann, Terrestria l Program Section Ch ief 
Keith Fisk, Wild life Damage Program Administrator 

Dana Ertz, Secretary 
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Region 1- Program Report 

Region 1 encompasses the western one-third of South Dakota . The landscape is very 
diverse and consists of large expansive rolling grasslands w ith buttes, the Black Hills national 
forest, rugged rive r drainages, bad lands, as well as some crop lands. Wildl ife species are 
abundant and include most big 
game species, furbearers, upland 
game species, as we ll as, waterfowl. 
The region consists of 13 counties 
and has eight fie ld posit ions 
(wildlife damage specia lists) and 
one superv isory position. The 
wildl ife damage specia list position 
located in Ph ilip is a new position 
for fisca I year 2013 as a resu It of 
the increased funding for ADC 
activit ies and will focus primarily on 
predator contro l issues. Several 
districts in Region 1 have also been shifted to make more effic ient use of staff and resou rces. 
Region 1 is un ique th at w ildlife conservat ion officers assist with th e delivery of some of the 
WDM programs and services. With a large percentage of South Dakota's sheep producers 
occu rr ing wi thin this region, the primary job dut ies fo r most field staff revolve around the 
protect ion of livestock from predators but also include beaver cont rol and under certain 
weather condit ions assistance w ith deer, elk, and turkey depredation. GFP also works with 
seve ra l private contractors to cont ro l pra irie dogs on private lands that have been encroached 
f rom adjacent public lands. 

Coyote populations conti nue to be on the ri se in Region 1 due to the fact that mange 
has la rge ly subsided. Livestock prices were very favorab le and the demand for predator cont rol 
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Coyotes/Fox Removed - FY2013 

I I 

from livestock producers 
was sign if icant . Wi ldlife 
damage staff responded 
to 530 requests for 
assistance due to livestock 
losses caused from 
predators (i.e. coyote and 
fox) and worked with 258 
livestock producers across 
the region to address 
these concerns. GFP also 
provided a tota l of 
$14,000 of cooperative 
funding t o t he Perkins 
County Predator Control 
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District and the Multi-County Predator Contro l District (Harding, Butt e, and part of Lawrence 
an d Meade counties) for add iti onal aerial predator contro l services. These fu nds provided an 

additi onal 100 hours of aerial predator cont rol w it hin 
these counties, wh ich were directed by loca l GFP wild life 
damage staff. Wildli fe damage staff in cooperation with 
USDA-Wildl ife Services took 2,422 coyotes and 22 fox and 
also drove 102,140 miles and worked 5,877 hours to 
address these concerns. The total cost of predator contro l 
in Region 1 was $225,940. 

As the drought persisted last year, the demand for beave r contro l was redu ced over 
previous years. Wildlife damage staff responded to 105 requests for assistance rega rd ing 
beaver damage where t hey removed 210 beaver and assisted 57 different landowners. 
Requests for assistance primarily invo lved damage to dams used fo r livestock watering and 
damage to trees used as wi nd-breaks. GFP also responded 
to several nu isance species (i.e. raccoon and skunk) 
requests fo r assistance . Wi ldlife damage staff drove a 
total of 34,634 mi les and worked 1,593 hours to add ress 
these issues. Total program expenditu res were $62,430. 

During the summer and fa ll months of 2012, 
west ern South Dakota was impacted by drought 

cond itions. As a result, GFP saw an increase from the last 

FY 2013 - ADC Expenditures 
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year in 
regards to the number of acres of prairie dog 
colonies that were treated. However, plague 
was preva lent in many areas as well as previous 
poisoning efforts significantly reduced the 
demand for prairie dog control. Th irty-six 
landowners received prai rie dog control 
services due to encroachment from adjacent 
public lands. GFP spent $51,539 to control 
3,572 acres of prai rie dog co lonies wh ich had 
encroached private land. The ut ilization of zinc
phosphide treated oats (i.e. poison oat s) ~vas 
used as the primary cont rol technique. 
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Overall, the ADC portion of the WDM program had a total expenditure of $385,438 in 
Region 1. Wildlife damage staff drove more than 164,000 miles and worked more than 8,600 
hours to address the 680 requests for assistance, which directly impacted 341 producers and 
landowners. 

The winter weather during fisca l year 2013 was fairly mild which eased wildl ife 
depredation assistance demands in regards to big game depredation (i.e. deer, elk and turkey). 

regarding white-tailed deer and mule deer. 

Region 1 staff also fielded 43 requests 
for service regard ing elk, primarily in and 
around the Black Hil ls area and Bennett 
county. Staff drove 7,048 miles and worked 
595 hours to address these landowner 
concerns. Many of these requests were 
addressed by utilizing food plot contracts . 

There were 25 food plot contracts initiated in 
fiscal year 2013 primarily to reduce elk 
depredation to actively growing alfalfa. 

Big game populations continue to be 
at or below management objectives in 
several areas within Region 1. Staff 
responded to 28 deer complaints 
throughout the region and drove 
15,273 miles and worked a total of 
1,039 hours to address these 
concerns. There were 23 stackyard 
contracts implemented with a cost of 
$59,967 as well as two food plot 
contracts. GFP spent a total of 
$163,081 working with landowners 
and producers within Region 1 to 
provide wildl ife damage assistance 

FY 2013 - Elk Depredation Expenditures 
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Addit iona lly, there were 13 contracts in itiated with in the Elk Emphasis Area where these 
contracts provided elk hunters wi th private land access as well as assistance to landowners 
which are experiencing elk depredation . Overall, GFP spent a total of $136,515 fo r elk 
depredat ion assistance in Region 1. 

Region 1 wildl ife damage staff also responded to 13 requests for ass istance with tu rkey 
depredat ion. Most t imes these concerns are re lated to damage to stored-feed supplies wh ich 
involve large concentrations of birds. Staff drove a total of 2,644 miles and wo rked 263 hours 
to add ress these concerns with a total program cost of $7,118. Wildlife damage staff 
responded to seve ral requests fo r assistance involving pronghorn antelope depredation on 
winter wheat. They also worked with the city of Rapid City to implement several management 
techniques rega rding urban Canada geese at Canyon Lake park and the airport. Wildlife 
damage staff worked 529 hours on several other w ildlife damage concerns ranging f ro m Turkey 
vu ltu res causing issues in towns to Osprey de predating fish at f ish-farms. GFP spent a total of 
$9,524 for all of these other types of requests for assistance. 

Lastly, Region 1 also has one w ildlife damage specia list specifica lly responsib le for 
respond ing to mountain lion cal ls regarding livestock loss as well as publ ic safety threats. 
Wi ldlife damage staff responded to 93 ca lls and drove a total of 14,788 miles and 1,vorked 2,010 

hou rs vi1 ith a total program cost of 
$47,847. 

In summary, GFP responded to a total of 785 requests for assistance within the entire 
WDM program which directly impacted 389 landowners and producers in Region 1. The total 
program expenditures including staff time, mileage, equipment and materials totaled 
$755,213. 
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Region 1 Wildl ife Damage Management Activities - FY 2013 
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Region 2- Program Report 

Region 2 is located with in the central portion of South Dakota and consists of 20 
counties most of which border the Missouri River. The terrain varies greatly and includes rough 
river breaks, expansive grasslands, as we ll as significant acreages of cropland. Wildl ife species 
are abundant and include white-tailed deer, mule deer, pronghorn antelope, up land game, 
waterfowl, turkeys, furbearers, and a few elk. Region 2 has seven fie ld posit ions (wi ldlife 

damage specia lists) and one 
supervisory position . Primary job 
duties for most field staff revolve 
around t he protecti on of livestock 
from predators and ass istance with 
deer depredation. Additiona lly, these 
duties include beaver and prairie dog 
control and assistance with turkey, 
Canada goose, and elk depredation. 

The winter weather during 
f isca l year 2013 was fairly mild and in 
severa l areas deer populat ions had 

been impacted from Epizootic Hemorrhagic Disease (EHD) but, nonetheless, in several areas 
deer congregated into large herds. Wildlife damage staff responded to 30 requests for 
assistance dea ling with white-tai led deer and 
mu le deer throughout the region. Most 
requests involved the protection of stored
feed supplies. Wildli fe damage staff drove 
14,575 miles and wo rked 1,528 hours to 
address these concerns. Staff also init iated 12 
stackyard contracts with landowners to 
protect stored-feed supplies as well as five 
protective fencing contacts to protect 
commercia l vineyards and nu rseries. Overall, 
the tota l program expenditu res were 
$138,409. 

Simi lar to other areas in South Dakota, 
coyote populations seem to be ra pidly rising 
in Region 2 as well, due to the fact that mange 
has largely subsided. In addit ion, GFP staff 
and landowners have reported low numbers 
of cottontail rabbits and jackrabbits wh ich 

FY 2013 - Deer Depredation Expenditures 
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may have forced coyotes to more readi ly prey upon li vestock. Livestock prices were very 
favorable and the demand for predato r control from livestock producers was significant . 
Wi ldlife damage staff responded to 253 requests for assistance due to livestock loss from 
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predators (i. e. coyote and fox). Staff worked with 193 livestock producers across the region to 
address these concerns. GFP also provided 16 hours of aerial predator contro l in the counties 
east of th e M issouri River in Region 2. Add itionally, 
GFP provided $3,825 of cooperative funding to the 
Campbell Co unty Predator Co ntrol District for 
increased aerial predator contro l which was 
directed by local GFP wildlife damage staff . 
Wi ldlife damage staff in cooperation with USDA
Wi ldlife Services took 1,736 coyot es and 14 fox and 
also drove 81,914 miles and worked 4,261 hours to 
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Coyotes Removed - FY2013 

address these concerns. 
Total expenditures for 
predator contro l in Region 2 
were $180,266 . 

Wildlife damage 
staff also responded to 75 
requests for ass istance 
rega rding beaver contro l 
where staff removed 231 
beaver. Due to the drought 
in this area, beaver damage 

mostly occurred near larger riparian areas . Most ca lls involved damage to trees used as wind
breaks and damage to livestock dams. Wildlife damage staff drove a total of 22,619 miles and 
worked 1,194 hours to address t hese concerns which direct ly impacted 62 different landowners 
in Region 2. Tota l program expend it ures ~vere $49,064. 

GFP also responded to 49 requests for 
assistance invo lving nuisance species (i.e. 
raccoon, skunk, and mink). Most requests 
we re handled with technical assistance; 
however, staff did provide di rect assistance 
with some requests. Wi ldlife damage staff 
drove a total of 4,327 miles and worked 18S 
hours to address these issues . Tota l program 
expenditu res were $12,288. Region 2 wildlife 
damage staff also control led pra irie dogs on 
48 acres of private lan d which we re 
encroached from adjacent pu blic lan d. 
Overal l, the ADC portion of t he WDM program had a tota l expenditu re of $280,044 in Region 2. 
Wi ldlife damage staff drove more than 117,000 miles and worked more than 7,000 hours to 
address the 377 requests fo r assistance, which directly impacted 297 producers and 
landowners. 
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As Canada geese continue to expand westward in eastern South Dakota, Region 2 
wildlife damage specialists have seen an 
increased demand for assistance . Region 2 
wildlife damage staff responded to seven 
requests for assistance with Canada goose 
damage to growing crops. These requests 
occurred primarily on the eastern edge of 
Region 2, where more wetland and crop 
interspersion occur. Staff worked 479 hours 
and drove 1,830 mi les to address these 
concerns with a tota l program expenditure of 
$11,583. 

Wild life damage staff also responded to eight requests for assistance involving turkey 
damage to stored-feed supplies. Due to a tu rkey die-off from poisoning in north-central South 

Dakota, GFP was able to work with the 
cooperating landowners to release 
approximately 50 birds which were trapped 
in the southern part of Region 2 where the 
birds were causing damage. Wildlife damage 
staff also responded to several requests for 
assistance rega rdi ng elk depredation, as well 
as, work involving damage caused by other 
wildlife species. 

In summary, GFP responded to a tota l of 443 requests for assistance within the entire 
WDM program which directly impacted 366 landowners and producers in Region 2. The total 
program expenditures incl uding staff time, mileage, and equipment and materials totaled 
$453,810. 
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Region 2 Wildlife Damage Management Activities - FY 2013 
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Region 3 - Program Report 

Region 3 is located in the southeastern portion of South Dakota and consists of 20 
counties. The landscape va ries considerably including : cro plands, grasslands, wetlands, and 
river drai nages, but croplands dominate the majority of the counties with in Region 3. Wild life 

species are abundant and include wh ite
tailed deer, a few mule deer, upland 
game, waterfowl, fu rbearers, and turkeys. 
It has six field positions (wildlife damage 
specia lists) and one supervisory position. 
The wildlife damage specialist pos ition 
located in Mit chell is a new position fo r 
fiscal year 2013 as a resu It of the 
increased fund ing for ADC activi t ies. Th is 
position will provide predator and beaver 
contro l as we ll as work with landowners to 

reduce damage caused by Canada geese and deer. The dist ricts in Region 3 have also been 
sh ifted t o make more efficient use of staff and resources. Primary job duties for most fie ld staff 
revolve around assistance with Canada goose and deer depredation as well as the protection of 
l ivestock from predators but also include beave r control. 

The winter weather of fiscal year 2013 lasted well into the sp ring, so the demand for 
deer depredat ion assistance was above normal. However, t he late spring cond itions red uced 
nest success for Canada geese and the geese that did successful ly hatch had smaller clutch sizes 
than previous years. Sti ll, the resident 
Canad a goose population remains we ll FY 2013 - Canada Goose Depredation Expenditures 

above management objectives, as well as, 
very high commod ity prices demanded 
significant resources to address landowner 
concerns. GFP staff worked with 131 
landowners and responded to 343 requests 
for assistance regarding Canada goose 
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damage to growing-season crops (primarily soybeans and corn). Staff drove 41,030 miles and 
worked 6,264 hours to respond to these requests. Region 3 wildlife damage staff also 
destroyed 696 Canada goose nests which greatly reduced crop damage in those local ized areas 
as well as reduced staff t ime and effort. GFP initiated one buffer-strip contract which are 
designed to alleviate goose damage around wetland edges and one permanent fencing 
contract. GFP also purchased more than $73,000 worth of equipment and materia ls. Overa ll, 
tota l program expenditures were $138,025. 

Increasing coyote 
populations and favorable 
livestock prices had wildlife 
damage staff extremely busy in 
regards to requests for 
assistance with coyotes. Staff 
worked with 183 livestock 
producers to reduce or all eviate 
livestock loss due to coyotes. 
As a resu lt, staff responded to 
253 requests for assistance 
regarding livestock loss. 
Wi ldl ife damage staff in 
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Coyotes/Fox Removed - FY2013 
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cooperation with USDA-Wi ldlife Services took 822 coyotes and four fox. Wildlife damage staff 
worked 1,937 hours and drove 47,838 miles to address these concerns. GFP also provided 67 
hours of aerial predator control primarily focused in the northwestern counties of Region 3. 

Total program expend itures for predator control 
were $126,038 in Region 3. 

Wi ldlife damage staff also responded to 
100 requests for assistance with beaver damage 
where they took 188 beaver. Most types of 
damage consisted of the flooding of crops, 
damage to trees in planted wind-breaks or near 
homes, and damage to roads. Staff assisted 81 
different landowners with beaver damage 
concerns. They drove 17,866 miles and worked 

798 hours to hand le these problems within Region 
3. Total program expend itures were $37,115. 

Wild life damage staff also responded to 57 
requests for assistance with nuisance species such 
as: raccoons, badger, skunk, and mink. Most 
requests were handled with technical advice or 
loaner-traps . However, staff did provide direct 
contro l for commercia l watermelon producers 
suffering damage from raccoons as we ll as a few 
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other circumstances. GFP staff drove 2,154 miles and worked 85 hours to address these 
complaints. Overall, the ADC portion of the WDM program had a tota l expenditure of $192,177 
in Region 3. Wild life damage staff drove more than 68,000 miles and worked more than 3,900 
hours to address these 410 requests for assistance, which di rect ly impacted 314 producers and 
landowners. 

With the severe winter weather that lasted wel l into the spri ng, wi ldlife damage staff 

mi les, worked 2,343 hours, and 
purchased $57,613 in materials and 
equipment to address these concerns. 
Overall, the total program expenditu res 
were $100,429. 

Wild life damage staff also 
responded to several turkey issues 
within Region 3, as well as, several 
other requests for assistance involving 

responded to 50 requests for assistance 
rega rding deer damage to stored-feed 
supplies. Most of these requests were 
hand led with loaner panels and the 
util ization of hazing techniques. These 
services impacted 42 different landowners 
in Region 3. Wi ldlife damage staff also 
initiated two stackyard contracts to protect 
stored-feed supplies and t1.vo protective 
fencing projects to alleviate damage to 

other wild life species. In addition, GFP assisted the city of Sioux Fa lls w ith severa l management 
techniques to address urban Canada goose concerns in several areas of the city. 

In summary, GFP responded to a total of 822 requests for assistance within the entire 
WDM program which directly impacted 508 landowners and producers in Region 3. The total 
program expenditures including staff time, mileage, equipment and materials totaled 
$477,866. 
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Region 4 - Program Report 

Region 4 is located in the northeastern portion of South Dakota and consists of 13 
counties. The landscape varies greatly and includes: croplands, ro ll ing grasslands, many 
wetlands and lakes, and river drainages, but crop lands dominate the majority of the counties 

within Region 4. Wildlife species are 
abundant and include white-tailed deer, 
waterfowl, upland game, furbearers, 
and turkeys. It has six fie ld positions 
(wild life damage specia lists) and one 
supervisory position. The second 
wildlife damage specialist position 
located in Webster is a new position for 
fiscal year 2013 as a result of the 
increased funding for ADC activities. 
This position will provide landowners 
with assistance primarily wit h Canada 

goose depredation but also predator and beaver control as we ll as damage from deer and 
turkey. Primary job duties for most field staff revolve around assistance with Canada goose and 
deer depredation as well as the protection of livestock from predators and also include beaver 
control. 

The winter weather of fiscal year 2013 was severe and deep snow and cold remained 
into the spring. As a resu lt, the demand for deer depredation assistance was significant. 
However, the late winter weather hampered Canada goose production during the spring. 
Regardless, the abundant water already on the 

landscape coupled with the resident Canada 
goose population that is well above 
management objectives, as well as, very high 
commodity prices resu lted in a high demand of 
resources to address landowner concerns. GFP 
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staff responded to 362 requests for assistance regard ing Canada goose damage to growing
season crops {primarily soybeans and co rn) . GFP staff worked w ith 215 landowners to provide 
crop protect ion from Canada goose damage. Staff drove 74,668 miles and worked 9,327 hours 

FY 2013 - Canada Goose Depredation Expenditures to respond to these concerns. 
Region 4 wi ldlife damage staff also 
destroyed 922 Canada goose nests 
wh ich greatly reduced crop 
damage in those local ized areas as 
well as reduced staff time and 
effort. GFP also initiated 34 food 
plot and buffe r-str ip contracts 
wh ich are designed to alleviate 
goose damage around wet land 
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edges and one permanent fencing contract . GFP 
also pu rchased more than $200,000 worth of 
equipment and materials. Overa ll, tota l 
program expend itures were $308,260. 

Winter weather was severe in Region 4 
and the snow persisted into the month of April . 
Wi ldlife damage staff responded to 97 requests for assistance regard ing deer damage to stored 
feed supplies. These services impacted 92 diffe rent landowners in Region 4. Wild life damage 

program expenditures were $186,337. 

staff also initiated several stackyard 
contracts to protect stored-feed supp lies 
and one protective fencing project to 
al leviate damage to a commercial 
orchard. Staff drove 14,049 mil es, 
worked 1,502 hours, and pu rchased 
$107,000 in materia ls and equipment to 
address these concerns. Addit ionally, 
many purchases of materials and 
equipment were to rep lace the 
inventory wh ich was exhausted during 
this severe winter. Overa ll, the tota l 

Wild life damage staff also responded to severa l tu rkey issues within Region 4 where 
large flocks of birds were causing damage to stored-feed supp li es. These requests for 
assistance we re hand led primarily with depredation hunts and hazing techn iques. Several 
other req uests fo r assistance involving other wildl ife species we re also addressed in Region 4. 
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Increasing coyote populations as well as favorable livestock prices had wildlife damage 
staff busy in regards to requests for assistance wi th coyotes. Staff worked w ith 237 livestock 
producers to reduce or alleviate livestock losses caused from predators and addressed 373 
requests for assistance. As a resul t, wildlife damage staff in cooperation with USDA-Wildl ife 

Coyotes/Fox Removed - FY2013 
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Faulk County Predator Control District and the 
Edmunds County Predator Control District for 
increased aerial predator contro l. These aerial 
predator control services were coordinated by 
local GFP w ildlife damage staff. Total program 
expend itu res fo r predator control were $122,119 
in Region 4. 

Wild life damage staff also responded to 
112 requests fo r assistance w ith beaver damage 

I 

Services took 2,204 coyotes 
and nine fox. Wi ldli fe 
damage staff wo rked 1,899 
hours and drove 48,899 
miles to address these 
concerns. GFP also provided 
31 hours of aerial predator 
control Region 4. In 
addition, GFP provided a 
total of $7,875 of 
cooperative fun ding to t he 

where they took 342 beaver. Most types of damage consisted of the flooding of crops, damage 
to trees in planted wind-breaks or near homes, and damage to roads. Staff assisted 92 
different landowners w ith beave r damage concerns. They drove 24,732 miles and worked 
1,012 hou rs to handle these problems within Region 4. Total program expenditures were 
$42,925. 

Wildlife damage staff also responded to 11 requests for assistance w ith nu isance species 
such as: raccoons, badger, skunk, and mink. Most requests were hand led with technical advice 
or loaner-traps. However, staff did provide direct control in a few circumstances. GFP staff 
drove 1,127 mi les and worked 85 hours to address these complaints. Overal l, the ADC port ion 
of the WDM program had a total expenditure of $192,698 in Region 4. Wildlife damage staff 
drove more than 80,000 mi les and worked more t han 3,700 hours to address these 499 
requests fo r assistance, which directly impacted 339 producers and landowners. 

In summary, GFP responded to a total of 1,002 requests for assistance within the 
entire WDM program which directly impacted 689 landowners and producers in Region 4. 
The total program expenditures including staff time, mileage, equipment and materials 
totaled $724,758. 
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Region 4 Wildlife Damage Management Activities - FY 2013 
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Statewide - Program Report and Summary 

The state of South Dakota consists of 66 counties and has a tremendously diverse 
landscape from east to west as well as from north to south. This diverse landscape includes: 
crop lands, grasslands, wetlands and lakes, 
rugged river drainages, badlands, and the 
Black Hil ls. These varying landscapes also 
present thei r own unique set of cha llenges 
due to the wild life species that are present, 
weather conditions, and social tolerance 
levels. South Dakota has an abundance of 
wild life species and includes populations of 
white-tailed deer, mule deer, upland game, 
waterfowl, pronghorn antelope, elk, 
furbearers, turkeys, and mountain lions . 
Twenty-seven ful l-time wildlife damage 
specia lists, numerous seasonal positions, 
and assisting GFP staff provide the "boots-on-the-ground" delivery of the important WDM 
programs. These programs provide direct assistance to South Dakota producers and 
landowners with most wi ldlife species. The depredation assistance that GFP primari ly provide 
includes assistance with beaver, Canada geese, coyote, deer, elk, fox, mountain lions, nuisance 
animals, pheasant, pronghorn antelope, turkey, as well as other wildl ife species. 

Increasing coyote populations as well as favorable livestock prices had wildlife damage 

more than 13,000 hours and drove more 
than 280,000 miles to address these 
concerns. GFP also provided 120 hours of 
additional aerial predator control (above 
the 700 hours that USDA-WS provides to 
South Dakota) focused in eastern South 
Dakota. In addition, GFP provided a total 
of $26,000 of cooperative funding to four 
predator control districts (Edmunds 

staff very busy in regards to requests for 
assistance with predators . Staff worked 
with 871 livestock producers to reduce or 
alleviate livestock losses caused from 
predators. As a result, staff responded to 
1,409 requests for assistance regarding 
livestock loss and removed a total of 7,184 
coyotes and 49 fox in cooperation with 
USDA-WS. Wildl ife damage staff worked 
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County, Fa ulk County, Mu lti-County (Harding, Butte, and portions of Lawrence and Meade 
counties), and Perkins County) for additional aeria l predator control. These funds provided 
another 155 hours of aerial predator control which were directed by local GFP wildli fe damage 
staff. In addition, GFP provided $10,000 to USDA-WS for increased aerial predator control 
efforts to he lp off-set the impacts of the federal budget sequester. Total program expend itures 
for predator control in South Dakota were $654,363. Util izing the increased funding made 
available for ADC activities this past legislative session and by continuing to cooperatively work 
together with USDA-WS, local predator contro l districts, and producers, GFP expects to provide 
these enhanced levels of predator control services in the years ahead. 

Local wi ldl ife populations and weather play a very important role in the demands of the 
WDM program. When w ildlife popu lat ions are high and/or severe weather cond itions are 
experienced the demand for WDM services great ly increase. These factors are di rectly re lated 

abatement issues were 
resolved. Statewide, 
wildlife damage staff 
responded to 205 
requests for assistance 
regarding deer damage to 
stored-feed suppl ies 
which impacted 192 
different landowners. 
Wi ldlife damage staff also 
initiated 39 stackyard 
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to the number of requ ests for assistance 
GFP receives and responds to. The 
winter weather of fisca l year 2013 was 
severe in eastern South Dakota, yet mild 
in western South Dakota. The areas that 
experienced severe weather and deep 
snow created many challenging 
situations for GFP and area producers . 
However, by cooperat ive ly working with 
producers and extra assistance from 
other GFP staff, most depredat ion 
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contracts to protect stored -feed suppl ies and eight protective fencing projects to alleviate 
damage to commercial orch ards, nurser ies, and gardens. Staff drove more than 66,000 miles, 
worked more than 6,000 hours, and purchased more than $290,000 in materials and 
equipment to address these concerns. Overa ll, the total program expend itures fo r deer 
depredat ion assistance were $588,256. 

The late winter weather also affected the amount of assistance requested from 
landowners regard ing crop damage caused by Canada geese. The late spring weather 
hampered nest success, but with an est imated resident Canada goose spring popu lation index 
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of approximately 247,000 (GFP's management objective is 80,000 to 90,000) GFP sti l l 
responded to 713 requests for assistance. This large number of birds combined w ith the 
agricu lture/wet land matrix that occu rs in 
eastern South Dakota coupled with very 
high commod ity prices, required many of 411,. 

GFP' s resources to add ress landowner 
concerns. All requests for assistance 
involved damage to growing-season crops 
(primari ly soybeans and corn). GFP staff 
worked with 353 landowners to provide 
crop protection from Canada goose 
damage. Staff drove a total of more than 
118,000 mi les and worked more than 
16,600 hours to respond to these 
concerns. Wildlife damage staff also 
destroyed 1,652 Canada goose nests 
which greatly reduced crop damage in those loca lized areas as well as reduced staff time and 
effort. GFP also initiated 36 food plot, buffer-strip and permanent fencing contracts wh ich are 
designed to minimize goose damage around wetland edges. GFP also purchased more than 
$280,000 worth of materia ls and equ ipment. Overall, total program expenditures for Canada 
goose depredation assistance was $467,895. 

There was a decrease in the workload and associated expend itures when compared to 
the record year wh ich occurred in fisca l year 2012. It was also good to see GFP's workload 
decrease 1,vhen the resident Canada goose popu lation decreased from the previous year. This 

Requests for Service vs. Resident Canada Goose Spring 
Population Index 

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 
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relationship clea r ly 
demonstrates that the 
significant impacts to 
producers and t he 
corresponding workload by 
GFP, is lin ked to the resident 
Canada goose popu lation . By 
working together with 
sportsmen and women and 
liberalizing hunt ing seasons 
and bag limits GFP remains 
hopeful the population 
objective can be reached at 

some point. GFP also implemented a new management approach during the month of April in 
2013. Under the federal permit that GFP is issued, GFP authorized selected vo lunteers to help 
harvest Canada geese as wel l as haze Canada geese away from histori c problem-areas. Through 
these efforts, the vo lunteers harvested 820 Canada geese. The lingering winter weather and 
associated difficult hunting cond itions grea t ly decreased the number of birds harvested . GFP 
was anticipating approximately 3,000 to 4,000 birds wou ld be harvested in these historic 
prob lem-areas. 
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Wild life damage staff responded to 392 requests for assistance with beaver damage 
where they removed a tota l of 971 beaver. There was a 30% decrease in the amount of these 
efforts when compared to the previous 
year primarily due to the drought 
condit ions experienced in many areas of 
South Dakota du ri ng the fa ll of 2012. Most 
of th is work occurred in southeastern 
South Dakota where many riparian areas 
exist as wel l as lakes and other wetlands. 
Most types of damage consisted of the 
flooding of crops, damage to trees used as 
wind-breaks or as ornamenta ls near 
homes, and damage to roads and livestock 
dams. Staff assisted 273 different 
landowners wit h beaver damage concerns. 
They drove more than 100,000 miles and worked more tha n 4,500 hours to hand le these 
prob lems throughout South Dakota. Total program expenditures were $187,088. 

Wi ldlife damage staff also responded to 121 requests for assistance with nu isance 
species such as: raccoons, badger, skunk, and mink. Most requests were handled with technical 
advice or loaner-tra ps. However, staff did provide di rect control in some situations. GFP staff 
drove over 8,000 miles and worked more than 400 hou rs to address these complaints. 
Addit iona lly, wi ld life damage staff and GFP contractors controlled more than 3,500 acres of 
pra irie dogs w ith a tota l program expend itu re of more than $52,000. Overall, the ADC portion 
of the WDM program had a total expenditu re of $1,075,211 statewide. Wi ldl ife damage staff 
drove more than 431,000 miles and worked more than 23,000 hou rs to address these 1,866 
requests for assistance, which directly impacted 1,181 producers and landow ners. 

Coyote 
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ADC Expenditures - FY 2013 
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Maintenance 

7% 
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Wild life damage staff responded to 45 elk complaints primarily in and around the Black 
Hi l ls area. Staff drove more than 7,000 miles and wo rked over 600 hours to address these 

landowner concerns. Many of these 
requests were addressed by uti lizing food 
plot contracts. There were 25 food plot 
contracts in itiated in fisca l year 2013 
primarily to reduce elk depredation to 
growing alfalfa. Additiona lly, there were 
13 contracts initiated with in the El k 
Emphasis Area. These contracts provided 
elk hunters with private land access as wel l 
as assistance to landowners which are 
experiencing elk depredation. Overal l, GFP 
spent a tota l of more than $136,000 for elk 

depredation assistance, statewide. As GFP begins to develop the elk management plan, they 
are also discussing innovat ive ideas and possible solutions to address elk depredation that 
occurs on private land. 

Wild life damage staff responded to 31 requests for assistance involving turkey issues 
across South Dakota. GFP staff drove nearly 7,000 miles and worked more than 600 hours to 
address these concerns. Statewide, program expenditures for staff t ime, mi leage, materia ls 
and equ ipment totaled more than $16,000. Wi ldlife damage staff also responded to many 
other requests fo r assistance involving other wildl ife species. Additionally, w ild life damage staff 
responded to 107 reports of livestock loss as we ll as public safety threats due to mountain 
l ions. Wildl ife damage staff drove more than 15,000 miles and worked more than 2,000 hours 
to add ress these concerns. The statewide total program expenditure was more than $49,000 
for this program component. 

GFP has also worked cooperative ly with South Dakota State Un iversity (SDSU) to 
evaluate several management tools to address wildli fe damage. The most recent research 
project which is cu rrent ly underway is an 
evaluation of a chemica l deterrent that 
when applied to growing soybeans cou ld 
potential ly limit Canada goose damage. 
In it ial resu lts demonstrate some level of 
effectiveness and GFP w ill continue to 
work cooperatively with SDSU and the 
USDA-National Wi ldlife Research Center 
to fu rther refine and develop enhanced 
application practices. 
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Overal l, the statewide WDM port ion of t he program had a tota l expend itu re of 
$1,466,912. GFP staff worked more than 28,000 hours to address these 1,283 requests fo r 
assistance, which direct ly impacted 961 producers and landowners. 
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In summary, GFP responded to a total of 3,052 requests for assistance within the 
entire WDM program (i.e. ADC and WDM combined) during fiscal year 2013, which directly 

impacted 1,952 landowners and producers in South Dakota. The total program expenditures 
including staff time, mileage, equipment and materials totaled $2,542,123. 
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Statewide ADC Expenditures - FY 2013 
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Statewide Deer Depredation Expenditures - FY 2013 
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Statewide Canada Goose Depredation Expenditures - FY 2013 
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